
Fr Ryan Homily 5/22/22 

Read: Acts of the Apostles 15:1-2, 22-29; Psalm 67; Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23; 

John 14:23-29 

   So as we come this morning and listen to Jesus’ words in the gospel, you gotta 

know just how blessed we truly are. We are blessed because God tells us today 

that if we are true to His word, if we live His word, He will come. The Father will 

come, and Jesus will come and do what? It says live within us, dwell within us. 

How blessed are we that God would humble Himself to do that? To live in our 

souls. You know, I think the biggest problem in society today is loneliness. That’s 

where so many problems start, and people can even come to church and they’re 

no less lonely. People can be surrounded by others all the time, have tons of 

friends and they’re no less lonely. Because loneliness starts on the inside - that’s 

where it comes from - where something’s maybe missing. So what do people do 

to try and handle it? They go to the internet maybe and try to be with people that 

way and sometimes that’s innocent and sometimes that’s not so innocent but 

either way nobody is less lonely for that effort. You know, we go onto Facebook 

or Instagram, and we put our pictures up there and hope people like and 

comment and they do, and we get that endorphin rush. We think it defeats our 

loneliness. It doesn’t, right, that’s not real relationship with people. All these 

things that are out there, all these things that we try to make us less lonely often 

times make us more lonely. But then God comes and gives the remedy for that – 

be true to His word. If you were listening to the gospel from last Sunday, His 

commandment to us was what? That we would love each other. And when we 

love each other than God dwells within us. Why is that? Because God is love. And 

then if we decide okay when I love other people God dwells within me. That’s 

what helps get rid of our loneliness. Did you ever notice the more you focus on 

your own loneliness, trying not to be lonely, what happens? You get more lonely. 

You notice that? I mean that’s what happens because when we stay focused on 

ourselves and our needs and our desires and putting ourselves first. That 

somebody’s gotta love me and take care of me and if they don’t I’m gonna feel 

lonely. And I sit at home, and I feel bad about myself, and I start to get depressed, 

and it gets worse, and it spirals like crazy. And so we start to go after these bad 

things to help us cope. Drugs and pornography and unhealthy relationships that 

we know we shouldn’t be part of, you name it. All so we don’t feel that loneliness. 



It doesn’t work. It never does. That loneliness just goes deeper. And what God 

says is go and love people and when you become other centered, when your 

focused not on who’s gonna love me but who am I gonna love then God will dwell 

within you, and He’ll get rid of that loneliness. You’ll never be lonely when you 

really know God in your soul. And that doesn’t mean we don’t have moments or 

that people don’t deal with depression – all that stuff yes. But when those 

moments come, part of how we approach it and handle it is go back to this 

gospel. When you really know God, when you really know that He dwells inside of 

you. Think about this, you don’t have to come to church to be with God or see 

God or experience God. Certainly I’m not saying don’t come to church, so do hear 

that, we gotta do that. But when we are faithful to mass and His words and His 

commands, then you have God within you always. Always. And when we do come 

to church, and so that we can be the family of God together. It’s kinda like if 

you’re in a good family what do you come together to do? Have dinner. This is 

dinner. This is family time for our parish. Once a week we come together for 

dinner and God rejoices as we come together. And He says now, now that you’re 

here I want you to be more concerned about other people. I want you when you 

come here to learn what it is to love. All it is when you come to mass to learn 

what it is to love is you look up there at what Jesus did. That’s what love looks 

like. And you see what God does now on this altar. He gives you His own precious 

body and blood cause He’s more concerned about you than He is about Himself. 

That’s love. That He leaves Heaven for you. He says I have come here for you. I am 

more concerned about bringing you to safety and peace than I am about staying 

safe up in Heaven by Myself. I’m coming here for you. You think God’s lonely? No 

way. And when we’re like Him, when we live that way we won’t be either. And so 

God is giving us a great promise this morning. When we are true to His word, His 

commands, He will come and dwell within us and his word is love. His command is 

to love. And so when we become more concerned about others than about 

ourselves, less worried about am I lonely, and more worried about making sure 

other people are not lonely, our loneliness goes away. Because we’re never alone. 

Because God lives inside of us when we love. So love. 

Amen  


